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Engaging Good and Innocence



• C h o o s e  th r e e  ch i l d r e n .

• O bs e r ve  a  ch i l d ’ s  be h av i o r  th r o ug h  th e i r  e p i s te m o l o g y.  R e m e m be r  – a  ch i l d ’ s  

be h av i o r  i s  n o t  w h o  th e y  ar e .

• G e t  to  kn ow  a  ch i l d  i n  n e w  w ay s .  Un d e r stan d  an d  acce p t  th e i r  r e al i ty.

• B as e d  o n  w h at  y o u  h ave  l e ar n e d ,  take  a  g ue s s  at  th e  G o o d  o f  th at  ch i l d .

• C o l l abo r ate  w i th  y o ur  co l l e ag ue s  abo ut  w h at  y o u  h ave  l e ar n e d  an d  y o ur  g ue s s  at  

th e  ch i l d ’ s  G o o d .  Str ate g i z e  n e w  w ay s  to  e n gage  th e  ch i l d ’ s  G o o d .

• I n te n t i o n al ly  tr y  th e  n e w  str ate g i e s  w i th  th e  ch i l d ,  fo cus i n g  o n  th e i r  G o o d .  

• C o n t i n ue  to  n ur tur e  y o ur  r e l at i o n s h i p  w i th  th e  ch i l d ;  ad jus t  y o ur  g ue s s  at  th e i r  

G o o d  i f  y o u  l e ar n  so m e th i n g  n e w.  As  y o ur  r e l at i o n sh i p  g r ow s,  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  n e w  

w ay s  to  e n gage  th e  ch i l d ’ s  G o o d .

Building a Practice
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• The starting point for the education of our children is with 

them feeling whole, appreciated, and understood. 

• And their only hope of reaching this beginning is if the 

educator is willing to commit to the effort of helping them 

get there.

• It is the educator who helps the child understand their 

innocence and their good.  

• Of course the challenge to educators is greater given the 

consequences of this commitment.   
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• Our relationship with the children we teach is not a failed 

relationship

• It is an incomplete one

• When we discover and acknowledge a child’s good, we learn 

to empathize with them and this makes the relationship 

complete.
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We have to believe three things:

• That good exists in each of them

• That it is possible to discern a child’s good

• That responding to their good will affect their level of 

engagement and lead to an innocence infused environment.

An Educator’s Gift 
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This is the way good leads us to innocence

When a good is recognized, after it is valued, validated and 

confirmed, it becomes the way to that student’s acceptance 

of their own innocence.
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The Good Wheel
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1. Star t  with one educator  talking about  one chi ld.

2. Share what  we know about  the chi ld:

• What we are seeing from the chi ld (behaviors)

• What we tr uly  know about  the chi ld

3. Ever yone should l isten through the epistemology of  

the chi ld.  Is  this  the chi ld’s  reality?

4. Take a guess at  the individual  Good of  the chi ld.

5. Ever y educator  at  the table  should suggest  one 

strategy to  engage the chi ld’s  Good

6. R epeat  with each educator.

Engaging Good: 
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The Good
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Try the strategies you created today to engage the Good of 

at least one of your children.

Be ready to share what you are observing and experiencing 

at our next session.

Building a Practice:
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